Evolution, development, mechanism and function of IgA in the gut.
Since its discovery as the most abundant Ig produced at mucosal surfaces, IgA has been the subject of continuous studies. The concepts emerged were that the precursors for IgA plasma cells are efficiently generated in follicular organized structures in the gut with the help of CD4 T cells and that secretory IgA provides protection against mucosal pathogens. Novel conceptual advances have been made in the past few years in describing new sites, mechanisms and functions of mucosal IgA synthesis.